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Annual Meeting
and entertainment by the STARTA Choir






Welcome to STARTAIls May

breakfast meeting

We have come to the end of our 2009/2010 year and
it is time for our Annual General Meeting. An
organization like ours depends very heavily on
members volunteering to take on tasks for a couple
of years and we hope that some of you will consider
helping us out. We have about 180 members for
this year and the new membership year, at a cost of
$5, will start at our September meeting on
September 24. The meetings will continue to be
held at the St. Albert Inn, so you might want to
mark your calendar early.

In the meantime the executive hopes that you all
have a pleasant, relaxing and enjoyable summer.
There are three STARTA activities during the
summer months.

The Eighth Annual Golf Tournament takes place on
June 8 at the Twin Willows Golf Club. There is a
registration form on the last page of this newsletter.

STARTAGs picnic is set for July 14 at Lions Park. If
you plan to attend and would like more details
contact Eryl Jones (780-459-8551), Susan
Supruniuk (780-973-5531) or Helen Kieran (780-
458-2420).

On August 22 there is a planned day of thorough
bred horse racing at Northlands Park. If you are
interested please contact Joan Trettler at 780-460-
7454,

We hope that you will find the time to participate in
one of these summer-time activities. It is a great
way of getting to know some of the other members
of STARTA.

Politics!

On a completely different issue, we were having
dinner several weeks ago with some friends and the
conversation invariably turned to politics. The
question was asked whether Canadians ever became
upset with or excited about anything on the political
level, and did any of them ever write, telephone, or
e-mail any local, provincial or federal politician. It
was an interesting question. Speculation around the
group was that nothing provoked a reaction, that we
preferred to keep our heads in the sand and hope
everything would simply go away.

The conversation came to mind again when | read a
comment in the British newspaper The Telegraphn
a brief article entitled iRonson warns against otwo-
tierd UK.0 Gerald Ronson, a property tycoon,
speaking at his annual lunch, stated fil spend 12
hours, once a week driving around the country. |
dondt like what | see. We are creating a two-tier
country where | fear that the consequential effects
of significant unemployment will be social unrest.0
Place that statement alongside the financial troubles
in Greece, or the clashes between the rich and the
poor in Thailand, or the emerging problems
between the financial classes in India, and it seems
that the neoliberal free market system is creating a
growing financial problem by creating a significant
gap between rich and poor. That scenario reminds
me of a comment in a book my wife is reading by
Elizabeth Gaskell entitled Mary Barton written in



