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Welcome to our May breakfast 
meeting 

This meeting concludes our 2008/09 
STARTA year and we will meet again on 
September 24, 2009 at the St. Albert Inn. 
Please note that the date is a Thursday not a 
Friday for September only since the Inn does 
not have a facility available on the Friday. 
The price for breakfast (buffet style) will 
remain $16. 
 
May has been an eventful month for those 
who are interested in the state of health care 
in the province.  First, some of us attended a 
Public Health Forum at the Arden Theatre 
on May 5, 2009 hosted by our MLA Ken 
Allred.  Then on May 9 some STARTA 
members went to the Alberta Legislature to 
attend a Public Health Rally at 1:30 pm.  
There were representatives there from 
Lethbridge, Calgary, Grande Prairie and 
Edson and the organizers mentioned 
particularly the crowd from St. Albert. Since 
then we have heard more from the minister 
and rumours of possible changes in health 
care.  First of all the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital has been ordered to reschedule 
non-essential surgery for the next three 
weeks. Apparently the hospital is not 
permitted to spend more money than it did 
in the first quarter of 2008 ï so this is an 
example of money before people, exactly 
what one expects from an health care 
economist in charge of the Alberta Health 
Services Board.  Then there are rumours of 
small rural hospitals in central Alberta being 
downsized to emergency units only, of 
reductions in cataract surgeries, of no more 
hiring of doctors and nurses, all presumably 
again to save money. 
Then the Edmonton Journal reports on May 
13 that the Mayor of Grande Prairie is 
disappointed with the provincial government 
for not spending money on the long-
promised new hospital for that city.  The 
Mayor ñis upset with the provincial 

government for making a series of ópenny-
wise pound-foolishô decisionsò that impact 
his community directly.  
 
Then there is the headline story in the 
Edmonton Journal, May 20, that middle 
managers in the health care field across the 
province have been told they have to reapply 
for their positions. On May 21, ñHicks on 
Sixò in the Edmonton Sun questions the 
statement by the Alberta Health Services 
President and CEO to the Calgary Chamber 
of Commerce that ñliving within our means 
is not something that Alberta Health 
Services is used to.ò Duckett is quoted as 
saying ñit became a matter of pride almost to 
see that you did actually overspend your 
budget. In fact, as far as I can work out, it 
was one of the key skill sets of management 
in those areas.ò Hicks points out that over 
the last fourteen years Capital Health 
accumulated a surplus of $35 million while 
Calgary Health Authority ran a deficit of 
$192 million. Interestingly, and I am sure 
that Dr. Duckett being a Health Care 
economist checked this out, Calgaryôs 
population grew between 1999 and 2008 by 
200,504 people or 23.8 percent. It would be 
fascinating to see if the budget increases 
kept pace!! 
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