
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
President: Rod Throndson                            Editor: David Flower 
 

 
 

 
STARTA’s eleventh Annual General Meeting 

 
Followed by the STARTA choir and assorted 

“actors” in Fiddler on the Roof 
 

NEWSLETTER 
            May 30, 2008  

 



 2 

Welcome to the May breakfast 
meeting 

As I am writing this newsletter the 
temperatures are soaring and sitting out on 
the patio is being spoiled only by a strong 
wind – but I am sure that too will pass. We 
are, I am sure, into summer, although I am 
reminded by native Albertans when 
expressing such optimism that we can get 
snow any month of the year in this province. 
So what does an incomer know, especially 
one from off-shore? 
 
On May 30, Trinidad and Tobago celebrates 
Indian Arrival Day as a national holiday.  It 
was the first country in the world to 
recognize East Indian Indentureship. 
 
Also on May 30, 1905 King Edward VII 
granted Prince Edward Island its Coat of 
Arms, and in 1907 did the same for Alberta. 
 
You all know what happened on May 30, 
1985, of course! The Edmonton Oilers won 
their second consecutive Stanley Cup 
beating the Philadelphia Flyers four games 
to one. Our daughters had pom-poms for the 
dogs’ front legs and had them sitting and 
waving them while the girls (and their 
parents) chanted “Go, Oilers, go!” 
 

STARTAôs website 
Once again thanks to our webmaster Larry 
Wyatt the site at www.stalbertrta.org is up 
and running and you can see the newsletter’s 
front page in full colour. Once again you 
will be reminded that if, in the fall when you 
pay your annual membership, you decide 
that you want to receive the newsletter on 
line rather than have it mailed to you that 
will be possible.  All we will need is your e-
mail address.  In the meantime the website 
will be expanding with more pictures added 
and we hope you enjoy the site.  Thank you 
Larry, once again, for a job well done. 
 

Last meeting 
Our April meeting was a great success, the 
only problem was in numbers.  Our 
telephoners reported that we were to expect 
126 people, so we booked breakfast for 120 
and ended up with 110 plus 4 guests.  
Thanks to the generosity of the caterers we 
ended up paying for 117 breakfasts.  We are 
trying to think of ways to make our 
breakfast count more accurate so that we do 
not lose money each time. 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the raffle. Kunitz Shoes provided a set of 
walking poles and we raised $184 towards 
the 10th anniversary bench in the Lois Hole 
Provincial Park. Anyone who is interested in 
either buying Nordic walking poles or taking 
a Nordic walking workshop downtown can 
contact either Elma Pawl 438-4259 (walking 
groups) or Dwayne Kunitz 428-0200 
(walking groups and sells poles).  Anyone 
interested in Everett Kunitz’s latest trekking 
adventures can read about them on-line at 
www.ecco.com, click on Sherpas and then 
Everett. 
 
Our membership for the year was 174 with 6 
lifetime members for a total of 180. 
 

Youôre up 
(thanks to Brenda Kane for this one) 

 
Two 90-year-old women, Rose and Barb, 
had been friends all of their lives. 
When it was clear that Rose was dying, Barb 
visited her every day. One day Barb said, 
"Rose, we both loved playing women's 
softball all our lives, and we played all 
through High School. Please do me one 
favor: when you get to Heaven, somehow 
you must let me know if there's women's 
softball there." 
Rose looked up at Barb from her deathbed 
and said, "Barb, you've been my best friend 
for many years. If it's at all possible, I'll do 



 3 

this favor for you." Shortly after that, Rose 
passed on. 
At midnight a few nights later, Barb was 
awakened from a sound sleep by a blinding 
flash of white light and a voice calling out to 
her, "Barb, Barb." "Who is it?" asked Barb, 
sitting up suddenly. "Who is it?" "Barb -- it's 
me, Rose." "You're not Rose. Rose just 
died." "I'm telling you, it's me, Rose," 
insisted the voice. "Rose! Where are you?" 
"In Heaven," replied Rose. "I have some 
really good news and a little bad news." 
"Tell me the good news first," said Barb. 
"The good news," Rose said, "is that there's 
softball in Heaven.  
Better yet, all of our old buddies who died 
before us are here, too.  
Better than that, we're all young again. 
Better still, it's always spring time, and it 
never rains or snows. And best of all, we can 
play softball all we want, and we never get 
tired." 
"That's fantastic," said Barb. "It's beyond my 
wildest dreams! So what's the bad news?" 
"You're pitching Tuesday." 
 

Upcoming events 
July 16 The annual picnic will be held in Lions 
Park. There is a shelter, picnic tables, toilets, 
electrical facilities and parking. There will be a 
sign up sheet at this meeting and if you can help 
please talk to Eryl Jones, Helen Kieran or Susan 
Supruniuk who are organizing the event. 
 
August 24  Joan Trettler is arranging for those 
interested to attend the horse racing at 
Northlands Park. We will meet at noon in 
Colours Restaurant, racing starts at 1 pm. There 
is a 16% tip added to  the bill.  Again there will 
be a chance to sign up for this activity.  If you 
are interested you can contact Joan at 460-7454. 
 
September 2  Again this year we will be 
celebrating Thank Goodness I’m Retired with 
muffins and coffee at the Platinum Centre at 9 
a.m. There will be a charge for breakfast but it 
will be great chance to socialize at the beginning 
of another academic year. 

 
A thought for the day 

To borrow and modify an item from The 
Telegraph would it be correct to say that like 
the English, the Canadians “have become 
obedient consumers rather than active 
citizens.” 
 

Fiddler on the Roof 
“Fiddler on the Roof” is a musical with 
music by Jerry Bock, lyrics by Sheldon 
Harnick and book by Joseph Stein and is set 
in tsarist Russia in 1905. 
 
“Fiddler on the Roof” was originally entitled 
“Tevye.” It is based on Tevye and his 
Daughters (or Tevye the Milkman) and other 
tales by Sholem Aleichem written in 
Yiddish and published in 1894.  The story 
centres on Tevye, the father of five 
daughters, and his attempts to maintain his 
family and religious traditions while outside 
influences encroach upon their lives. He 
must cope with both the strong-willed 
actions of his three older daughters – each 
daughter’s choice of husband moves 
progressively further away from established 
customs – and with the edict of the Tsar that 
evicts the Jews from their village. 
(Wikipedia) 
 

Letter 
Thank you very much for mailing the 
STARTA Newsletter to me so faithfully. I 
will not be continuing to attend the 
STARTA meetings. 
I enjoyed them very much and meeting 
many of the members. I have known Mr. 
and Mrs. Gouchey when they taught in 
Athabasca where I once taught school and 

You are reminded that $5 membership 
fees for the 2008-09 year are due in 
September. 
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worked for the Superintendent of Schools 
there many years ago. 
Thank you, 
Effie Nelson. 
 ____________________  
  

 
One in three adults in Alberta needs help 
with reading and writing. 
Help an adult learn to read, write or learn 
English as a second language . . .  

Be a volunteer tutor! 
Volunteers receive full training and support 
-- a rewarding experience. 

STAR Literacy 
459-5864 

starliteracy@interbaun.com 
www.stalbertfurthered.com 

 
United Kingdom launches Year 

of Reading 
The United Kingdom is celebrating 2008 as 
a National Year of Reading in order to build 
passion for reading among children, 
families, and adult learners alike. 
 
Ed Balls, the Secretary of State for Children, 
Schools and Families, joined the prime 
minister to launch the Year of Reading in 
January.  In his remarks, Balls called for 
every employer, school, library, college, and 
local authority to get involved.  He 
suggested employers transform old smoking 
rooms into mini-libraries and arrange quiet 
places for reading.  He also encouraged 
adults to join a reading group and parents to 
spend 10 minutes a day reading with their 
children. 
“We’re at an important point in the history 
of reading”, Balls said.  “Changes in 

technology are redefining the way we read, 
write, and communicate, and opening up the 
world of words to new audiences.  Anyone 
can be an author, publisher, or critic online, 
as well as a reader.  But at the same time 
we’re seeing huge interest in traditional 
forms of reading, with the help of publishing 
phenomena like Harry Potter which are 
rekindling young people’s love of books.” 
 
The UK’s National Literary Trust and The 
Reading Agency are leading the consortium 
of organizations committed to creating 
campaigns and activities throughout the 
year.  These organizations hope to inspire 
everyone to read more, focusing on reluctant 
readers, those with low confidence, and boys 
and dads.  A total of 146 reading 
coordinators in local authorities across 
England will work with education, 
community, library, and leisure services; 
businesses; and the media to deliver 
National Year of Reading campaigns and 
activities to their local communities. 
 
Ball said one of the highest priorities of the 
United Kingdom is to ensure that every 
child can read and write confidently.  The 
government is investing in high-quality 
phonics materials and free books for babies 
and children. 
 
But the National Year Reading is about 
much more than children’s achievement at 
school, “Balls said. “It is about the potential 
of reading to open doors.”   
 
For information on local activities, visit the 
National Year of Reading website at 
www.yearofreading.org.uk.  
 

Smile 
Show me a piano falling down a mine shaft 
and I’ll show you A-flat minor. 
You are stuck with your debt if you can’t 
budge it. 
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Here is an idea for a ñSurvivorò 
series 

Three businessmen and three businesswomen 
will be dropped in an elementary school 
classroom for one school year. Each business 
person will be provided with a copy of his/her 
school district's curriculum, and a class of 28 - 
32 students. Each class will have a minimum of 
five learning-disabled children, three with 
A.D.D., one gifted child, and two who speak 
limited English. Three students will be labeled 
with severe behavior problems. 
Each business person must complete lesson 
plans at least five days in advance, with 
annotations for curriculum objectives and state 
frameworks... and then modify, organize, or 
create their materials accordingly. They will be 
required to teach students, handle misconduct, 
implement technology, document attendance, 
write referrals, correct homework, make bulletin 
boards, compute grades, complete report cards, 
document benchmarks, communicate with 
parents, and arrange parent conferences. They 
must also stand in their doorway between class 
changes to monitor the hallways. In addition, 
they will complete fire drills, tornado drills, and 
[Code Red] drills for shooting attacks each 
month.  
They must attend workshops, faculty meetings, 
and curriculum development meetings. They 
must also tutor students who are behind and 
strive to get their two non-English speaking 
children proficient enough to take the Stanford, 
Terra Nova, Diagnostics and M CAS tests. If 
they are sick or having a bad day they must not 
let it show. Each day they must incorporate 
reading, writing, math, science, and social 
studies into the program. They must maintain 
discipline and provide an educationally 
stimulating environment to motivate students at 
all times. If all students do not wish to 
cooperate, work, or learn, the teacher will be 
held responsible. The business people will only 
have access to the public golf course on the 
weekends, but with their new salary, they may 
not be able to afford it. There will be no access 
to vendors who want to take them out to lunch, 
and lunch will be limited to thirty minutes, 
which is not counted as part of their work day. 
The business people will be permitted to use a 

restroom, as long as another survival candidate 
can supervise their class. If the copier is 
operable, they may make copies of necessary 
materials before, or after, school. However, they 
cannot surpass their monthly limit of copies. The 
business people must continually advance their 
education, at their expense, and on their own 
time. 
The winner of this Season of Survivor will be 
allowed to return to their job. 
 

Golf sho(r)ts 
Don’t buy a putter until you have had a chance 
to throw it. 
When your shot has to carry over a water 
hazard, you can either hit one more club or two 
more balls. 
If you are afraid a full shot might reach the 
green while the foursome ahead of you is still 
putting out, you have two options, you can 
immediately shank a lay-up or you can wait until 
the green is clear and top a ball halfway there. 
The less skilled the player, the more likely he is 
to share his ideas about the golf swing. 
A golf match is a test of your skill against your 
opponent’s luck. 
Everyone replaces his divot after a perfect 
approach shot. 
Hazards attract; fairways repel. 
 

Volunteer opportunity 
May – September 2008 

 
The United Way operates a “Tools for School” 
program which helps to ensure that all grade 
school children in the Capital Health region 
receive the supplies they need to achieve 
classroom success. School supplies are donated 
by generous Edmontonians. Then they are 
collected, sorted and assembled into kits by 
groups of volunteers. Last year United Way’s 
“Tools for School” program helped more than 
6,000 children receive the tools they needed. 
You can help by gathering a group of friends, 
family members or neighbours, and joining us 
for a few hours or a full day at United Way’s 
InKind Centre at 16821 – 113th Avenue.  
For more information contact Rick Adam at 
444-5001, radam@uway.ab.ca or visit 
www.toolsforschool.ca.  



 6 

Annual Golf Event 
Tuesday, June 17, 2008 

Twin Willows Golf and Country Club 
 
 

 
Join us for 9 or 18 holes of Texas Scramble golf. Golf for fun! 
Clip registration form below and submit the cheque (payable to Gordon Miller) to: 
Gordon Miller, 43 Grandora Crescent, St. Albert, T8N 0T8 
 

 
 
You will be notified of your tee time. 
 
This year our “Annual Golf Event” will not include a barbecue. Come prepared to pay for 
your own lunch and refreshments from the club house menu. 
 
Contact: 
Wally Anderson  458-8770        or               Gordon Miller 459-7285 
 
 
Name:__________________________________________  Phone:_________________ 
 
E-mail: _________________________________________ 
 
Register as a group or as an individual – a STARTA member may invite up to three guests: 
 Name     Golf level**  Phone 
1.__________________________________      _______________       ___________ 
2.__________________________________      _______________       ___________  
3.__________________________________      _______________       ___________ 
 

(** Please indicate whether “Beginner,” “Intermediate” or “Experienced.”) 
 
Payment is for green fees + GST.  Carts can be rented when you check in at the course.  
Buy your own lunch. First foursome playing 18 holes tees off at 8:15 a.m., first foursome 
playing 9 holes will start at 9:15 a.m. 
 9 holes of golf ________ @ $22.35 = $________  (Golf cart $20) 
 18 holes of golf _______ @ $32.75 = $________  (Golf cart $30) 
 
    Total payment         $________ 
 
 
 

 
 

Deadline for registration: Tuesday June 10 

 


