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“Spring is sprung T it is lambing time
Todayis speaker is
JIM HOLE of Holeis Greenhouses

His topic is fiFusion Gardeningo



Welcome to STARTAI(s April

breakfast

Welcome back to those of you who have had a
break during our winter, indeed, welcome to spring.
There are signs all over the place that a new season
is underway whether it is the beautiful song of the
robin, or the bursting buds of the trees. Despite our
very dry weather spring has sprung again. My wife
and | have just returned from a couple of weeks in
England visiting family. We managed to avoid the
worst of the volcanic ash from Iceland, from the
EyjafjallajRkull volcanic eruption, and our return
flight on Friday, April 23 was right on time. There
were numerous comments in the British press that
Iceland was figetting its own backo after being the
butt of complaints during the 2008 economic
collapse. Many people from Britain and Europe had
invested in Icelandds banks and they lost money.
Many were very critical of the Icelandic banking
system, so the cartoonists saw this as Icelandds
revenge T stopping flights all over Europe for
several days. We saw very little evidence of the ash
cloud, in fact for the two weeks we were there we
had not a single drop of rain and gorgeous blue
skies, as the picture of the lambs on the front of this
newsletter shows. We were pestered, however, by a
cold north wind most days. We were also in time to
see the daffodils at their best. Some years ago
people had been encouraged to plant daffodil bulbs
in the roadside verges and in parks. The result is
very attractive.

All those things being said, however, it is nice to be
back home in Canada, away from the madding
crowds of London and the hectic traffic of the
motorways.

Todayis speaker

Jim Hole lives in Edmonton and works nearby at his
familyds greenhouse and garden centre here in St.
Albert. He divides his time writing about what he
does and doing what he writes about! Explaining
what makes plants tick is Jimbs specialty and he
does it without ever losing sight of the beauty and
wonder that make gardening enjoyable. In addition
to writing bestselling books, weekly newspaper
columns and a twice-yearly magazine Enjoy
Gardening he can be heard regularly on CBC radio
and seen weekly on City TVos Breakfast Television
Jimds current challenge is the relocation of Holebs
Greenhouses to a new state-of-the-art facility next
to Lois Hole Centennial Provincial Park. The Enjoy
Centre is a community of partners: a spa, a
restaurant, a bakery, a garden centre and a
convention spaced®everything you need to create a
lifestyle about you. For more information visit
Www.enjoygardening.com.

Todayos topic is fiFusion Gardening.0 Did you know
that a rain barrel can collect hundreds of litres of
rain water in a typical year. Todayds gardeners are
concerned with more than just plants. They also
focus on trends and gardening methods that can
have a positive impact on the environment. Learn
about green techniques, lifestyle gardening and
getting the most out of your growing space.

Donation
A cheque for $454.00 will be presented to the St.
Albert Public Library at todayds breakfast to buy
childrends books and gardening DVDs in memory
of Lois Hole. This fund raising was done as a 10"
anniversary project by STARTA.

Senior Road Trip

While on a road trip, an elderly couple stopped at a
roadside restaurant for lunch. After finishing their
meal, they left the restaurant and resumed their trip.
When leaving, the elderly woman unknowingly left
her glasses on the table, and she didn't miss them
until they had been driving for about forty minutes.
By then, to add to the aggravation, they had to
travel quite a distance before they could find a place
to turn around, in order to return to the restaurant to
retrieve her glasses.

All the way back, the elderly husband became the
classic grouchy old man. He fussed and complained,



